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Protecting Your Copyrights | USCO

· The United States Copyright Office (USCO) is the main 
body that administers all aspects of copyright law in 
America and abroad.

· Copyright is defined as intellectual property that 
protects original works once it has been created in a 
tangible form.

· The copyright owner is anyone who created a work. 
This can also include organisations and companies.

· Copyright exists automatically once a work has been 
made, however, registering a work for copyright has 
many benefits.
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Why Register Copyright

· It is not mandatory to register a work for copyright. However, 
registering a work does mean that the exclusive rights of a work can 
be enforced by law.

· Copyright owners who register their works can seek monetary 
damages in the event of a lawsuit.

· A presumption of correction of information on a registration is 
provided if a work is registered for copyright.

· For works created after 1st January, 1978, the copyright term lasts 
for the life of the author plus 70 years after the author’s death.
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Registration Process

· Ordior has a direct account with the USCO, which 
allows us to register our works for copyright 
protection.

· The registration process is managed by Brendan 
Paniagua, who acts as the Catalogue & Archive 
Manager.

· The primary works to be registered are sound 
recordings, such as singles or albums.

· Registering a sound recording involves naming the 
performers and production individuals of a work.

· If an author is signed directly to Ordior, the music & 
lyrics can also be registered.
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Time To Process A Registration

· The process of registering a work for copyright 
involves compiling all information, completing the 
application, making a payment, and uploading the 
work.

· For a single track, it takes approximately 30 
minutes to 1 hour.

· For an album, it takes approximately 1 to 2 hours.

· Once a work has been uploaded, it takes 
approximately 3.2 months for the USCO to process 
and register the work.

· The payment for registering a work online with 
multiple authors is $65USD.
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Conclusion

The process of registering a work for 
copyright with the USCO is lengthy 
and complex. However, this is made 
simpler by management systems put 
in place by Ordior.
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Detect, Collect, 
Manage, Let’s go!
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